
Journalism/Nursery Rhyme Brief         Name: ___________________
Now that you have been taught the 5 W’s and H as well as the inverted pyramid style of writing, it is 
time to practice your skills. You will write a news brief about a nursery rhyme.

Word count: 150-200 words
Format: Ink or typed, double-spaced
Deadline: __________________________

1.  Select a nursery rhyme. It should be one with which you are familiar and one one that has a fairly 
simple plot.

2.  On a sheet of paper, list the major plot events in order.

3.  Classify the information into categories of Who, What, When, Where, Why and How.

4.  Select the key thought. That is your lead.

5.  Continue to add facts in order of importance, with the least important information last. Do not write 
your entire story in the order events happened.

6.  For this story, because it is practice with the form, you may make up names and other details as long 
as you do not change the story too much.For an extra challenge, add a quote from a character.

EXAMPLE:

     Humpty Dumpty shattered into hundreds of pieces after falling off the castle wall on which he was 
seated yesterday afternoon. Despite efforts by all the king’s men to reassemble Dumpty, they could not 
put him back together.
     Dumpty, after falling, cracked open, and his contents spilled out onto the street. A nearby store at-
tendant who witnessed the event summoned the king’s men, who rushed to the scene. “He just sat on 
the wall then had a great fall,” said the attendant.
     The king’s men spent two hours trying to reassemble Dumpty, but by the time they had determined 
him to be a lost cause, Dumpty had since died of scrambled egg syndrome.
     Dumpty’s family later held a short service followed by a feast of Dumpty’s remains for all of the king’s 
men and their horses.
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